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The Entity Framework and ASP.NET – Getting 
Started 

The Contoso University sample web application demonstrates how to create ASP.NET Web Forms 

applications using the Entity Framework. The sample application is a website for a fictional Contoso 

University. It includes functionality such as student admission, course creation, and instructor 

assignments. 

This tutorial series details the steps taken to build the Contoso University sample application. You can 

download the completed application or create it by following the steps in the tutorial. If you have 

questions about the tutorial, please post them to the ADO.NET, Entity Framework, LINQ to SQL, 

NHibernate forum on the ASP.NET website. 

This tutorial series uses the ASP.NET Web Forms model. It assumes you know how to work with ASP.NET 

Weď Forŵs iŶ Visual “tudio. If you doŶ’t, a good plaĐe to start is a basic ASP.NET Web Forms Tutorial. If 

you prefer to work with the ASP.NET MVC framework, see the Creating Model Classes with the Entity 

Framework tutorial. 

  

http://code.msdn.microsoft.com/Project/Download/FileDownload.aspx?ProjectName=aspnetmsdnexamples&DownloadId=14578
http://forums.asp.net/1227.aspx?ADO.NET%2c+Entity+Framework%2c+LINQ+to+SQL%2c+NHibernate
http://forums.asp.net/1227.aspx?ADO.NET%2c+Entity+Framework%2c+LINQ+to+SQL%2c+NHibernate
http://www.asp.net/web-forms/samples/tailspin-spyworks
http://www.asp.net/mvc/tutorials/creating-model-classes-with-the-entity-framework-cs
http://www.asp.net/mvc/tutorials/creating-model-classes-with-the-entity-framework-cs
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Part 1: Overview 

The application you'll be building in these tutorials is a simple university website. 

 

Users can view and update student, course, and instructor information. A few of the screens you'll 

create are shown below. 
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Creating the Web Application 

To start the tutorial, open Visual Studio and then create a new ASP.NET Web Application Project using 

the ASP.NET Web Application template: 

 

This template creates a web application project that already includes a style sheet and master pages: 
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