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Introduction
Your h om e com puter is a popular target  

for in truders. Wh y? Because in truders wan t 

wh at you’ve stored th ere. Th ey look for 

credit  card  n um bers, ban k accoun t 

in form ation , an d an yth in g else th ey can  

fi n d. By stealin g th at  in form ation , in truders 

can  use your m on ey to buy th em selves goods 

an d services.

But it’s n ot just  m on ey-related 

in form ation  th ey’re after. In truders 

also wan t your com puter’s resources, 

m ean in g your h ard  disk space, your 

fast  processor, an d your In tern et  

con n ection . Th ey use th ese resources 

to at tack oth er com puters on  th e 

In tern et . In  fact , th e m ore com puters 

an  in truder uses, th e h arder it  is 

for law en forcem en t to fi gure ou t 

wh ere th e at tack is really com in g 

from . If in truders can ’t  be foun d, 

th ey can ’t  be stopped, an d th ey can ’t  

be prosecuted.

Wh y are in truders payin g atten tion  

to h om e com puters? Hom e 

com puters are typically n ot very 

secure an d are easy to break in to. 

Wh en  com bin ed with  h igh -speed 

In tern et  con n ection s th at  are always 

tu rn ed on , in truders can  quickly fi n d an d th en  attack h om e com puters. 

Wh ile in truders also at tack h om e com puters con n ected to th e In tern et  

th rough  dial-in  con n ection s, h igh -speed con n ection s (cable m odem s 

an d DSL m odem s) are a favorite target .

No m atter h ow a h om e com puter is con n ected to th e In tern et , 

in truders’ at tacks are often  successfu l. Man y h om e com puter own ers 

don ’t  realize th at  th ey n eed to pay atten tion  to com puter security. In  

th e sam e way th at  you  are respon sible for h avin g in suran ce wh en  you  
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