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Aims and Learning Objectives 

This document aims to cover all the query language elements (expressions, functions 
etc) that are available for you to use in your queries, and on your forms and reports. 
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Introduction 

Unless specified, the following query elements are available in all versions of 
Access. Where a version is mentioned, then that element is only available from 
that version. 
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Null values 

Null values are excluded from calculations. For example, if an average is requested, the 
value returned is the average of the non-null values only. 

The reserved word null matches null values and is used with the 'is' operator, not '=' 

Note that null values come first in ascending order, last in descending order. 

 

Operators 

Arithmetic operators 

*, +, -, / standard operators 
For example, 5/2 returns 2.5 

\ round to integer 
For example, 5\2 returns 2 

^ power of 
For example, 2^3 returns 8 

mod remainder of result 
For example, 5 mod 2 returns 1 

Character operator 

& concatenation 
For example, [initials]&" "&[surname] 

Logical operators 

and, or, not (join two criterion together) For example town ="Bristol" and sex 
="m" 

eqv if both expressions true or both expressions false then return true else 
return false 

imp if the first expressions implies the second expression then return true 
else return false eg a>b imp b>c 

xor if both expressions true or both false then return true else return false 
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