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Preface

This book is made for students who would like to 

learn the basics of the three primary Adobe design 

applications. 

The way the book does this is by introducing and ex-

plaining the applications in a logical way that builds 

upon what is previously learned. These applications 

present a bewildering array of buttons and gadgets 

that are overwhelming to the new user. This book 

makes sense of it all, not showing how everything 

works, but instead giving a foundation and a path to 

learn about all those bewildering buttons and gad-

gets.

The steps in this book look a bit like tutorials. Like 

with tutorials, you should work in the applications 

as you follow along with the reading, even when not 

specifically instructed to do so. Unlike tutorials, the 

steps in this book present the information in a way 

that is geared to having you actually learn the ma-

terial, not just a list of steps to get something that 

looks decent.

This book is specialized to Macintosh computers, 

although with the change of a few keys it could also 

be used with the Windows versions of these ap-

plications. Knowing that the Mac Command key is 

the same as the Windows Control key, and the Mac 

Option key is the same as Windows Alt key is just 

about all you need to know. 
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