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The value of investments and any income from them can fall as
well as rise and you may lose more than you invested. An
investment’s past performance is not a reliable indicator of future
performance. Tax allowances depend on your personal
circumstances and the benefits of tax-efficient accounts could
change in the future. Read our full Risk Warning for further
information.
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WHAT IS A CRYPTOCURRENCY? 

Think of a cryptocurrency as a digital version of fiat 

currency such as the USD or GBP. Cryptography is used 

to secure the transaction as well as control the creation 
of new coins. In layman’s terms, it is a digital currency 

that is mined instead of printed. 

HOW DOES ONE ACQUIRE A CRYPTOCURRENCY?

A cryptocurrency such as Bitcoin is acquired by

purchasing the coin via a wallet in typical fiat currency

(this can be done via a credit card or wire transfer) and

the wallet then allows you to buy various different

cryptocurrencies using your fiat currency.

WHAT IS A BLOCKCHAIN?

To begin with, a block is where the data for the

transactions are stored, the linked decentralised series of
the blocks is what is named a blockchain. Blockchain is

the structure of relational data storage that provides the

ledger and backbone of the coin.
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HOW DOES ONE INVEST IN CRYPTO?

There are numerous ways of investing in

cryptocurrencies, these range from simply buying and

holding the coins on an exchange. This can be perceived
as risky, as Exchanges have been hacked and coins

stolen, for example, Mt. Geox: https://goo.gl/JBhSvL.

Trading on one of the cryptocurrency exchanges (still

risky as the funds are held on the exchanges’ hot wallet,

and many of these exchanges are unregulated) storing
on a computer wallet and the risk of being hacked, paper

storage (which can be tedious and troublesome) or a

hardware wallet which is a combination of software and

hardware (and most popular at present) are some of the

options to trade these cryptocurrencies.

ENTERING THE MARKET 

The first thing you’ll need to do is decide which 

cryptocurrency you wish to purchase. There are 
hundreds to choose from, and each is slightly different 

from the other. 

Rather than researching the multitude of 

cryptocurrencies currently in existence and diving 

headlong, especially for first-time investors, it may be a 
better idea to spend some time following the trends and 

getting to know the basic and most prevalent currencies, 

and then begin to branch out once the basics of a few 

tokens are fully understood. 

The following is a list of the most popular by trading 
volume as of 4th September 2017 (coinmarketcap.com): 
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# Name Market Cap Price Circulating Supply Volume (24h) 6.11.17

1 Bitcoin £55,463,339,686 £3,339.70 16,607,287 BTC £848,780,999 

2 Ethereum £21,973,469,890 £231.34 94,981,923 ETH £203,855,475 

3 Ripple £7,028,975,094 £0.18 38,343,841,883 XRP * £155,942,431 

4 Bitcoin Cash £4,696,974,005 £281.69 16,674,263 BCH £155,741,122 

5 Litecoin £2,129,815,914 £39.99 53,257,732 LTC £47,547,779 

6 Dash £1,796,726,152 £236.25 7,605,334 DASH £17,394,618 

7 NEM £1,474,416,847 £0.16 8,999,999,999 XEM * £3,501,335 

8 NEO £1,277,660,764 £25.55 50,000,000 NEO * £39,604,269 

9 IOTA £1,121,056,229 £0.40 2,779,530,283 MIOTA * £6,399,173 

10 Monero £1,061,767,254 £69.94 15,182,050 XMR £20,254,965 

11 Ethereum Classic £891,439,620 £9.27 96,205,969 ETC £21,955,910 

12 BitConnect £752,482,402 £108.47 6,937,271 BCC £8,252,746 

13 OmiseGO £650,870,035 £6.62 98,312,024 OMG * £11,034,941 

14 Qtum £530,762,877 £9.00 59,000,000 QTUM * £19,951,930 

15 Lisk £461,317,258 £4.08 113,185,940 LSK * £6,775,636 

16 Zcash £457,715,199 £195.59 2,340,219 ZEC £49,036,240 

Volume Rankings
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Click here to download full PDF material

https://www.computer-pdf.com/other/766-tutorial-crash-course-on-cryptocurrencies.html

