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AbOut OPensOuRce.cOm

What is Opensource.com?

OpensOurce.cOm publishes stories about creating, 

adopting, and sharing open source 

solutions. Visit opensource.com to learn more about how the open source 

way is improving technologies, education, business, government, health, law, 

entertainment, humanitarian efforts, and more.

submit a story idea: opensource.com/story

email us: open@opensource.com
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AndeRsOn silvA

AndersOn silvA grew up in BrAzil, and wrote his first program at 
the age of 10 using Logo. He moved on to 

programming in basiC shortly thereafter, and by the time he was in High school 

he was coding in pascal. when he started college in the us, he learned C, C++, 

Java and had several developer jobs programming with server-side languages 

for web development like: Coldfusion, perl, php, etc. He was introduced to Linux 

by his uncle back in 1996. in the early 2000s anderson transitioned from being a 

developer to more of a system administrator/release engineer. in 2007, one of his 

professional goals was achieved when he joined 

Red Hat as a Release engineer in it. since then 

he has worked in several roles at Red Hat in both 

it operations, engineering and infosec. He has 

an RHCe and RHCa and is an active Fedora 

package maintainer.
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In the first chapter in our guide on getting started with Raspberry Pi, 
learn the three criteria for choosing the right model for you.

This is The firsT chApTer in a guide 

on getting started 

with the Raspberry pi [1]. although the guide is geared 

towards people who have never used a Raspberry pi or Li-

nux or programming, there will definitely be things for more 
experienced readers—and i encourage those readers to 

leave comments and tips that build on what i write. if every-

one contributes, we can make this guide even more useful 

for beginners, other experienced readers, and even me!

so, you want to give the Raspberry pi a shot, but you 

don’t know which model to buy. Maybe you want one for 
your classroom or your kid, but there are so many options, 

and you aren’t sure which one is right for you.

my three main criteria for choosing a new Raspberry pi are:

•   Cost: Don’t just consider the cost of the Raspberry Pi board, 
but also factor the peripherals you will need in order to use 

it. In the US, the Raspberry Pi’s cost varies from $5 (for the 
Raspberry Pi Zero) to $35 (for the Raspberry Pi 3 B and 
3 b+). However, if you pick the Zero you will probably also 

need a usb hub for your mouse and keyboard, possibly 

a wireless adapter, and some sort of display adapter. un-

less you have most (if not all) of the peripherals needed for 
whatever you want to do with your Raspberry pi, make sure 

to add those to your pi budget. also, in some countries, a 

Raspberry Pi on its own (even without any peripherals) may 
be a cost burden for many students and teachers.

•   Availability: Finding the Raspberry pi you want can 

vary depending on your location, as it may be easier 

(or harder) to get certain versions in some countries. 
availability is an even bigger issue after new models are 

released, and it can take a few days or even weeks for 

new versions to become available in your market.

•   Purpose: Location and cost may not affect everyone, but 

every buyer must consider why they want a Raspberry pi. 

the eight different models vary in Ram, Cpu core, Cpu 

speed, physical size, network connectivity, peripheral ex-

pansion, etc. For example, if you want the most robust 

solution with more “horsepower,” you probably will want 

the Raspberry pi 3 b+, which has the most Ram, fastest 

Cpu, and largest number of cores. if you want something 

that won’t require network connectivity, won’t be used for 
Cpu-intensive work, and can be hidden in a small space, 

you could go with a Raspberry pi Zero.

Wikipedia’s Raspberry Pi specs chart [2] is an easy way 

to compare the eight Raspberry pis models.

now that you know what to look for in a Raspberry pi, in 

the next chapter, i will explain how to buy one.

links
[1]  https://www.raspberrypi.org/

[2]  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Raspberry_Pi#Specifications
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